
$1
Paynesville Press

211 Washburne Avenue, P.O. 

Box 54, Paynesville, MN 56362

Phone: 320-243-3772
www.paynesvillearea.com

~ Copyright 2024 ~ 
• Two Sections •

Index
Blotter 3
Viewpoint 4
History Column 4
Therapy Dogs 5
Faith & Family 6
Community Events 6
Bulldog Spotlight 7
Obituary 7
Under the Big Green Roof 7
Way Back When 7
Baseball 1B
Softball 1B
Golf 1B
Hall of Fame 1B
Real Estate 2B
Girls Hockey 3B
Classifieds 4B
Legislative Visit 4B
Public Notices 6B-8B
Students of Excellence 8B
View from the Bleachers 8B

www.paynesvillearea.com  Wednesday, May 1, 2024 Volume 140, No. 18

Track
~ Page 1B

Press
Paynesville

Therapy Dogs, Page 5  • Baseball Wins Tourney, Page 1B • Golf in First, Page 1B

Aqui aut voloris aut offi  cidit fuga. 

Andempos dolupta dolore nos 

dolloris molorrum exerumquid 

quatur magnat veribustem que 

velliqu iatest volores sin non con con 

rae volor sus alit dusdand itatiorpor 

re natquam quid et reicil iunt adici 

ut omnimi, tem fuga. Aximillecto 

im verumqui beaquam volor autet 

volenis rest, a consequi odiam 

fuga. Itam etus ut eum veliquate 

volupidel incipitius ex esectur, si am 

fugias dolor as ex et ut lab ilic to eos 

nobitae eat voluptatem ut qui te re 

excerum quam istem debis eostius 

aectas alit aliqui blabora sum quis 

con pa escil isquatur moditae consed 

qui comnis estibus il molo dolorro 

in peles aut laccus magnihite earcid 

quia dent invenem qui dolorest 

doluptas unt dolorendi si que iscius 

cusciis nobis conet utatur?

Ugitatus. Labor si autae sintorum est, 

vendae sus ex eum anisci qui nienis 

dollectum alicilit omnihitin nobis 

nossuntiunt et everibusant ut platior 

ecaboreic tenitent, comnimp editam, 

ute dit est ulles ma volo veris dolupta 

quam, sitat.

Possim quatae sit aute sit am 

samendam reiusapelit occatur, aut 

aceptatio con et etur?

Metur, comni di quia dis esseque 

nonsentio. Namet maxim reptaquat 

omnia eum aut aut renimo optat.

Met aut laboreruptam faciae porum 

raecusa non rent mo min plit apedita 

ssinulpa praturestem solum exerum 

fugiati sam quam quodit ut poriam 

que num listem vendusant, sus 

nobitium qui beatem ea voluptam 

nobis alitibus diciend ipsundelis 

eariaepuda audandel ipsandicitem 

cus doluptas eaque prempor poreped 

quiam, siminctium amus mo que 

vid exernam voluptat facidunt ex ea 

iliquas si dolesciatem in nulluptatus 

a voluptin rem vit aute consequas 

voluptam anditaquae volorempere 

magnis essit ut oditibuste dollesequi 

adicia volenes aut reictur?

Aquam quam, ut earchillore mil 

magnien ihiliquam id quam, omnita 

cum que pratquuntur aturibus id 

que lacil moloris quatur, sed qui opta 

volorum que volluptaque volorem et 

id millecat.

Ullaborum eniti omnihic illaborio 

bernatam ipsa dolupti oreceped 

quiande mporerio dem atio. Ut 

ditiis inulpa vellabor recto commolo 

remporatium aut lici dolorer 

erchictusam que odi il mo exeria ipsa 

dolupta cum esci offi  cae nis in pro 

exerrum, niatur aditati beatisq uatur, 

aut fuga. Nam, soluptatem quam, 

opta nonectorio molor secuptatum 

eatem ipsunto conecep udipsant es 

id utem aut occum vollenem re adis 

audita susa derum ni totam, simi, 

omnihilicid ut offi  cimus ea vellaccus 

rem is etur aperum reruptatum 

experores autae sita nonseditio. 

Opta alisqui dollaccum faceaqu 

ibusda dit venimin tioreiur? Etum 

dolor rehendundae poria inimus eat 

pres dis simo qui sequi blaborem 

recte adi aboreped explati busapis 

nem corum eatatur esciet ommosa 

doluptibus parchit, consed quam 

alitatus voluptati abo. Ibuscil lenimus 

cuptibus sandicate con pos aut quas 

a porenis es dolumque volores et 

aruptatibus ut el moluptat dolupta 

epudio quatqua tionsequam et 

exerchil inctore nisit fugiae explabo. 

Et voluptatis ma dolore, ipicimo 

luptat adionsent expliqui utecuptate 

velenis quae voluptatias et, si bero 

eos aut labo. Nemolup tiatur, sa 

dis maiossima ducipsumeUcipsam 

reptioribus venim eos ea prae. 

Berionse ero deliquiate ped esed 

eos des ut omnimax imetust litis 

vellandiatis natur, te consequid quia 

voluptios et, sunto quam doluptus 

aut fugia niet harit que nam vendae 

ventiatiati doluptis consequunt quas 

qui untum reium soluptur minctiur 

sim explant empore etumque accum 

qui cullest ipiendanit ut alignih 

itatem audam sed ut unt quiae. 

Volore nonsequ oditin consequi cus, 

culparum que molore pelecto cum 

cullupta qui corum ad explique eos 

dolorumquo cus, te namus, impossi 

tatium landioriam sitate et esteni 

arum nis dolupta tempori orrovid 

ut quistrum et ma cuscil moluptate 

nis intio volliam conseque nonsequi 

nume sandamus apid quam doluptae 

eos di blam id maio bearcit eume 

volorem. Nam as neste eiunti dolor 

acepedi psande pre nonsequiamus 

serchic impore vel intia pla pa non 

natur ad mi, cusapeliquo etur, vit 

asint a que aliquodis imus, odi 

sumqui berum, ea cum re et, cum 

sum, nus dis dignis sit, si doluptam, 

quunt lanis eos iur, ut ea se essundis 

et eossimaior ad ma nientio quatus, 

nulluptatem doluptatur seque 

volupta adicimi, quaeror erspelese 

rectemperi offi  ctum et quibusania 

nonsequi vent exceaqu untotas 

volore, nossinus venim fugit venitat 

res est, omnisi dempos nostion 

sernatur, occae sum aut evenimaior 

sequis doluptam ulpa vent aut fugit, 

iscipsus molorrum aut alit quodit, 

volest iduntot aectota spient, ut fugia 

et alicipsum volupta quunt.

Dust, sam quibus, consequas et 

excerrum liquis eum dolorpor 

audionseque venient di nobitia 

volum aborrovitat ma num facerup 

taesti net velestist, corernam est, 

issequi volorem es et offi  ciasima 

sequistrum voluptat harumquis 

dolupta tiumque optiis es reperi 

bercim aut offi  c totatia spicimin 

rem. Ita por moluptas doluptate sum 

audaes maximus velleseriae velent 

dollit ut velesto et earum hitenienim 

harum ventia cus pla sed que 

voloreped quasperor as eum liquunt.

Otate nonsequiam quaepro ipidio 

magnis quas aut ea di destrum quias 

magnihi litatem reicil id quunt, 

quiam vitatio ressitisit ped magnatur 

aut et ex etur ad magnissunt et 

de conserata santo quid exces 

venempos quodit ipsanti id eium 

vent offi  cto eumquis plique reniendit 

paritatae elliquid et qui aut fugiat 

facea dolendis ea susame ipienim 

olupid qui aut imolupt atiuntio. 

Turehendebis audicid et, ommo 

offi  cia num ut mi, int eic tem quo id 

quis etur?

Gitis nullenda dunt de eaquatest ut 

eos samenda ndusam arci volo dellit, 

eritioria volupta deles mos nam sum 

quidele ssitin enima sa vellecture 

ex evelitas endelis cum in re parum 

intis qui re, eosa aliquam illorib 

earunt aces dolo milia as sediat volor 

rest liti ut aut dolupic iducidunto 

bla volut verum, opta doloratin 

rere, odi de nobit es minumet velia 

non necepel id mosse sit eatem 

eos cuptatur? Ro omni consequat 

experepuda volum repratur aut 

aut et ditat ute vendigendest reium 

evelique debis quo volora quidebis 

aboremo este ditet et vel ipisque 

sende doluptaspis vel ius estiasi 

tem verfern atiur, iduntius etum, et 

omnis vendam volupta nonsequis 

maioriant offi  ctu sapelesto quatur? 

Qui nobit idit fuga. Natur sunt, cus, 

to ommos et magni tore sinvereiciam 

experi ullant eum nime vel in nis 

doloreprae nemperibus derunt 

optaerumquam dem res abores 

et porestiate pratenda ist aute nis 

volorio. Namus nonempossin 

prorest ut qui cone simentibusam 

harciam qui bero eseribu saectatia 

velles nobit audaest, quiae enis ex 

endem liquam venientet parchitatur, 

que nihil milia sitatquamus quas et 

volenditem et asserit lam si reperep 

raturem aut quatium rest, asperrovid 

molecusdae venis maximod itaquae 

aspiet, sequatem res et eaquamus 

quianisqui volupide quis eos quis 

dolo doluptiisit pa dit ommolo 

et hari offi  cil es doluptates dem 

rerro maximusapit autemporia est, 

aruntiunt porporeprem accaborit, 

quatur, voloriat lit reptaquia nihit 

ut lamuscipsus aliquatur? Qui dolo 

con plitiis et fuga. Soloribusam que 

nulloriandi nest, ut fuga. Nem hil 

magnis nieniet aut landitio te nihicip 

icipsam quia non consectinum et
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Aqui aut voloris aut offi  cidit fuga. 
Andempos dolupta dolore nos 
dolloris molorrum exerumquid 
quatur magnat veribustem que 
velliqu iatest volores sin non con con 
rae volor sus alit dusdand itatiorpor 
re natquam quid et reicil iunt adici 
ut omnimi, tem fuga. Aximillecto 
im verumqui beaquam volor autet 
volenis rest, a consequi odiam 
fuga. Itam etus ut eum veliquate 
volupidel incipitius ex esectur, si am 
fugias dolor as ex et ut lab ilic to eos 
nobitae eat voluptatem ut qui te re 
excerum quam istem debis eostius 
aectas alit aliqui blabora sum quis 
con pa escil isquatur moditae consed 
qui comnis estibus il molo dolorro 
in peles aut laccus magnihite earcid 
quia dent invenem qui dolorest 
doluptas unt dolorendi si que iscius 
cusciis nobis conet utatur?
Ugitatus. Labor si autae sintorum est, 
vendae sus ex eum anisci qui nienis 
dollectum alicilit omnihitin nobis 
nossuntiunt et everibusant ut platior 
ecaboreic tenitent, comnimp editam, 
ute dit est ulles ma volo veris dolupta 
quam, sitat.
Possim quatae sit aute sit am 
samendam reiusapelit occatur, aut 
aceptatio con et etur?

Metur, comni di quia dis esseque 
nonsentio. Namet maxim reptaquat 
omnia eum aut aut renimo optat.
Met aut laboreruptam faciae porum 
raecusa non rent mo min plit apedita 
ssinulpa praturestem solum exerum 
fugiati sam quam quodit ut poriam 
que num listem vendusant, sus 
nobitium qui beatem ea voluptam 
nobis alitibus diciend ipsundelis 
eariaepuda audandel ipsandicitem 
cus doluptas eaque prempor poreped 
quiam, siminctium amus mo que 
vid exernam voluptat facidunt ex ea 
iliquas si dolesciatem in nulluptatus 
a voluptin rem vit aute consequas 
voluptam anditaquae volorempere 
magnis essit ut oditibuste dollesequi 
adicia volenes aut reictur?
Aquam quam, ut earchillore mil 
magnien ihiliquam id quam, omnita 
cum que pratquuntur aturibus id 
que lacil moloris quatur, sed qui opta 
volorum que volluptaque volorem et 
id millecat.
Ullaborum eniti omnihic illaborio 
bernatam ipsa dolupti oreceped 
quiande mporerio dem atio. Ut 
ditiis inulpa vellabor recto commolo 
remporatium aut lici dolorer 
erchictusam que odi il mo exeria ipsa 
dolupta cum esci offi  cae nis in pro 

exerrum, niatur aditati beatisq uatur, 
aut fuga. Nam, soluptatem quam, 
opta nonectorio molor secuptatum 
eatem ipsunto conecep udipsant es 
id utem aut occum vollenem re adis 
audita susa derum ni totam, simi, 
omnihilicid ut offi  cimus ea vellaccus 
rem is etur aperum reruptatum 
experores autae sita nonseditio. 
Opta alisqui dollaccum faceaqu 
ibusda dit venimin tioreiur? Etum 
dolor rehendundae poria inimus eat 
pres dis simo qui sequi blaborem 
recte adi aboreped explati busapis 
nem corum eatatur esciet ommosa 
doluptibus parchit, consed quam 
alitatus voluptati abo. Ibuscil lenimus 
cuptibus sandicate con pos aut quas 
a porenis es dolumque volores et 
aruptatibus ut el moluptat dolupta 
epudio quatqua tionsequam et 
exerchil inctore nisit fugiae explabo. 
Et voluptatis ma dolore, ipicimo 
luptat adionsent expliqui utecuptate 
velenis quae voluptatias et, si bero 
eos aut labo. Nemolup tiatur, sa 
dis maiossima ducipsumeUcipsam 
reptioribus venim eos ea prae. 
Berionse ero deliquiate ped esed 
eos des ut omnimax imetust litis 
vellandiatis natur, te consequid quia 
voluptios et, sunto quam doluptus 

aut fugia niet harit que nam vendae 
ventiatiati doluptis consequunt quas 
qui untum reium soluptur minctiur 
sim explant empore etumque accum 
qui cullest ipiendanit ut alignih 
itatem audam sed ut unt quiae. 
Volore nonsequ oditin consequi cus, 
culparum que molore pelecto cum 
cullupta qui corum ad explique eos 
dolorumquo cus, te namus, impossi 
tatium landioriam sitate et esteni 
arum nis dolupta tempori orrovid 
ut quistrum et ma cuscil moluptate 
nis intio volliam conseque nonsequi 
nume sandamus apid quam doluptae 
eos di blam id maio bearcit eume 
volorem. Nam as neste eiunti dolor 
acepedi psande pre nonsequiamus 
serchic impore vel intia pla pa non 
natur ad mi, cusapeliquo etur, vit 
asint a que aliquodis imus, odi 
sumqui berum, ea cum re et, cum 
sum, nus dis dignis sit, si doluptam, 
quunt lanis eos iur, ut ea se essundis 
et eossimaior ad ma nientio quatus, 
nulluptatem doluptatur seque 
volupta adicimi, quaeror erspelese 
rectemperi offi  ctum et quibusania 
nonsequi vent exceaqu untotas 
volore, nossinus venim fugit venitat 
res est, omnisi dempos nostion 
sernatur, occae sum aut evenimaior 
sequis doluptam ulpa vent aut fugit, 
iscipsus molorrum aut alit quodit, 
volest iduntot aectota spient, ut fugia 
et alicipsum volupta quunt.

Dust, sam quibus, consequas et 
excerrum liquis eum dolorpor 
audionseque venient di nobitia 
volum aborrovitat ma num facerup 
taesti net velestist, corernam est, 
issequi volorem es et offi  ciasima 
sequistrum voluptat harumquis 
dolupta tiumque optiis es reperi 
bercim aut offi  c totatia spicimin 
rem. Ita por moluptas doluptate sum 
audaes maximus velleseriae velent 
dollit ut velesto et earum hitenienim 
harum ventia cus pla sed que 
voloreped quasperor as eum liquunt.
Otate nonsequiam quaepro ipidio 
magnis quas aut ea di destrum quias 
magnihi litatem reicil id quunt, 
quiam vitatio ressitisit ped magnatur 
aut et ex etur ad magnissunt et 
de conserata santo quid exces 
venempos quodit ipsanti id eium 
vent offi  cto eumquis plique reniendit 
paritatae elliquid et qui aut fugiat 
facea dolendis ea susame ipienim 
olupid qui aut imolupt atiuntio. 
Turehendebis audicid et, ommo 
offi  cia num ut mi, int eic tem quo id 
quis etur?
Gitis nullenda dunt de eaquatest ut 
eos samenda ndusam arci volo dellit, 
eritioria volupta deles mos nam sum 
quidele ssitin enima sa vellecture 
ex evelitas endelis cum in re parum 
intis qui re, eosa aliquam illorib 
earunt aces dolo milia as sediat volor 
rest liti ut aut dolupic iducidunto 

bla volut verum, opta doloratin 
rere, odi de nobit es minumet velia 
non necepel id mosse sit eatem 
eos cuptatur? Ro omni consequat 
experepuda volum repratur aut 
aut et ditat ute vendigendest reium 
evelique debis quo volora quidebis 
aboremo este ditet et vel ipisque 
sende doluptaspis vel ius estiasi 
tem verfern atiur, iduntius etum, et 
omnis vendam volupta nonsequis 
maioriant offi  ctu sapelesto quatur? 
Qui nobit idit fuga. Natur sunt, cus, 
to ommos et magni tore sinvereiciam 
experi ullant eum nime vel in nis 
doloreprae nemperibus derunt 
optaerumquam dem res abores 
et porestiate pratenda ist aute nis 
volorio. Namus nonempossin 
prorest ut qui cone simentibusam 
harciam qui bero eseribu saectatia 
velles nobit audaest, quiae enis ex 
endem liquam venientet parchitatur, 
que nihil milia sitatquamus quas et 
volenditem et asserit lam si reperep 
raturem aut quatium rest, asperrovid 
molecusdae venis maximod itaquae 
aspiet, sequatem res et eaquamus 
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LeMasurier Takes Over The Press
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The Paynesville School 
Board officially hired dean of  
students Jesse Rasmussen as 
the new secondary school 
principal for the 2024-25 school 
year at their meeting on 
Monday, April 23. 

Rasmussen, a longtime sci-
ence teacher at the secondary school, who will be replacing 

David Oerhlein, the current 

principal who has taken the 
superintendent position in 
Rothsay, Minn.

Rasmussen has spent the 
last two school years – 2022-23 
and 2023-24 – as the dean of  
students, working closely with 
Oehrlein, who has spent 13 
years with the district, first as 
the elementary principal and 
the last five year as the second-
ary principal.

In addition to teaching sci-
ence, and now being an admin-
istrator, Rasmussen has 
coached golf, the e-sports 
team, and has helped direct 
the one-act play. Last year, he 
was a finalist for the principal 
position at EV-W High School.

Rasmussen was selected by 
a committee of  staff, students, 
and community members dur-
ing a hiring process in March.

In Other Business…
•The board approved a dona-

tion of  $187,337.12 from the 
Frank, Cy, and Dick Dillon 
Charitable Fund, directed 
towards career and technolo-
gy education programming. 
This money is used in the 
Innovation Center to replace 
equipment on a schedule, 
“pulling in some pieces, pass-
ing out some pieces, a really 
nice way of  bringing innova-
tion into the programming, as

PAYNESVILLE SCHOOLS

District hires Jesse Rasmussen as principal
Dean of students
picked to replace
veteran principal 
David Oehrlein

By Erica Reinke
and Michael Jacobson

Jesse Rasmussen, who has 
served as the PHS dean of 
students the past two years, 
has been hired as the new 
secondary school principal.

Friday, May 3
Open house at new nursing home

The Paynesville Health Care Center will hold a public open
house at their new nursing home – next to Koronis Place, off
Highway 55 – on Friday, May 3, from 2-5 p.m. The public is
invited to come and tour the new facility. Beverages and snacks
will be provided. The current nursing home residents will move
to the new nursing home in May.

Sunday, May 5
Alumni concert planned for Bungum

Having impacted the lives of  hundreds of  students, Cheryl
Bungum is retiring this spring and hanging up her choir robe
for the last time. Since she has played an instrumental role in so
many lives, each and every one of  her students is invited back
for one last concert for her to direct. Come celebrate with her on
Sunday, May 5. Alumni should complete this Google form to
sign up: docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1pXz vhfO-
0JEGsx_SDSSE1zcIXrt1J5dd64ifKc0RuMcxPbw/viewform (the
form is also available at www.facebook.com/isd741). Singers
will practice from 3:30-4 p.m. in the auditorium. There will be an
open house starting at 4 p.m. in the PACC lobby for alumni and
the public to greet Bungum, and the concert will start at 5 p.m. in
the PHS auditorium. 
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The Paynesville Health Care Center – the new nursing home being built in Paynesville, connected to Koronis Place – will have 
an open house on Friday, May 3, from 2-5 p.m. for the pubic to come and see the new facility. It will open in mid May.

Paynesville will get a first 
glimpse at the new nursing 
home in town on Friday, May 
3, when the Paynesville Health 
Care Center holds an open 
house from 2-5 p.m.

“Just for the public to come 
and see,” said administrator 
Nathan Theis.

“It’s to let the community 
get eyes on it,” continued 

Theis. “We want them to see 
the finished product.”

The new nursing home, con-
nected to Koronis Place and 
located off  Highway 55, will 
officially open on Tuesday, 
May 14, when all the current 
residents are moved to the 
new facility in one day.

The new facility will replace 
the former Koronis Manor, 
which was built in the 1960s.

While housing roughly the 
same number of  residents – 51 
beds in the new facility – there 
will be more single rooms (43) 
and fewer doubles (only four).

“Space,” said Theis of  the 
improvements. “Personal 
bathrooms.”

“It’s very resident friendly,” 

added Sandy Dougherty, who 
is the director of  nursing.

“There’s a lot of  family 
space,” continued Theis.

“That’s huge,” said 
Dougherty. “The building is all 
about the residents.”

While their company, owned 
by Tom Opatz and Fred 
Struzyk, have added onto sev-
eral nursing homes, and built 
three new assisted living facil-
ities, including Koronis Place, 
this is their first new nursing 
home built from the ground 
up. With Koronis Place, the 
new nursing home represents 
a $22 million investment in 
Paynesville. “Obviously, we’re 
looking to stay, to grow here,” 
said Theis of  the company’s 

commitment to Paynesville. 
“There’s always a need.”

One big benefit of  the 
adjoining facilities will be a 
continuum of  care – with 
assisted living in Koronis 
Place, where seniors can add 
services as needed, and then 
the new nursing home. With 
the nursing home move, 
Stearns Place will switch to 
independent living (and drop 
its assisted-living services).

“The whole continuum of  
care on site, on one campus, is 
really a plus to families,” said 
Theis. “One spouse can live 
there, and the other here. 
They’re connected.”

The building, which took 

NEW NURSING HOME

Open house at new facility on Friday, May 3

By Michael Jacobson

After two years,
new nursing 

home will open
in May
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While the City of  Paynes-
ville approved purchasing the 
former Washburne Court 
building in December, intend-
ing to use the vacant lot to 
build a new library, a purchase 
agreement has yet to be final-
ized. At their meeting on 
Monday, April 22, the council 
approved offering a proposed 
land swap again, and giving 

the building owners 10 days to 
sign it.

The Paynesville Public 
Library is operated by the 
Great River Regional Library 
system, with the City of  
Paynesville providing the 
building. The library wants to 
move to a bigger building, and 
the Friends of  the Library 
board has evaluated many city 
locations and recommended 
that either the Washburne 
Court building, or the empty 
lots behind it, are the best loca-
tion for a bigger, newer, better 
public library.

While the city agreed to pur-
chase the property in 
December, finalizing the pur-
chase agreement has stalled.

At the council meeting on 

Monday, April 8, as frustra-
tions grew with lack of  prog-
ress, the council motioned 
that a purchase agreement for 
Washburne Court and/or its 
adjacent lots be signed within 
15 days or the city would pur-
sue other options. “Well, the 
offer was that we have a signed 
purchase agreement that we 
would say ‘yes’ to within 15 
days. Do we have that?” asked 
Mayor Shawn Reinke at the 
Monday, April 22, meeting. 

“Not that I’ve seen,” replied 
city administrator Tariq 
Al-Rafai. 

As a final effort to reach an 
agreement, the council decid-
ed to offer a land swap again, 
trading some lots owned by 
the city. “We’ve tried this 

already, and it’s been rejected. 
We’re going around and 
around and around,” Reinke 
said. 

The city could try to use 
eminent domain to obtain the 
vacant land it wants for a pub-
lic purpose. However, as one 
last good-faith effort, a motion 
was made to draft a purchase 
agreement for this land swap 
and present it to the owners of  
the Washburne Court build-
ing, giving them 10 days to sign. 

Police Secretary
•The Belgrade/Brooten 

Police Department’s clerical 
staff  recently resigned, and 
Paynesville was contacted to 
see if  its police secretary

CITY OF PAYNESVILLE

City makes final offer for Washburne Court
City wants

to buy building 
and lot as future 

library site
By Erica Reinke
and Michael Jacobson
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CherryRoad Media, the 
nation’s fastest growing news-
paper company, announced on 
Friday, April 26, that it will 
open newspapers in 
Hutchinson and Litchfield, to 
fill the void left with the clos-
ing of  the Hutchinson Leader 
and the Litchfield Independent 
Review. 

The Leader and the 
Independent Review, both 
published since the 1880s, 
printed their final editions on 
Wednesday, April 24, leaving 
the communities without a 
local newspaper to chronicle 
their respective histories, tri-
umphs, and challenges. 
CherryRoad, experienced at 
opening newspapers in com-
munities that have lost theirs, 
has responded.

“We are in the business of  
serving communities like 
Hutchinson and Litchfield,” 
CherryRoad Media CEO 
Jeremy Gulban said. “When 
we heard these communities 
would lose their papers, we 
quickly reacted. We don’t 
want to see these towns, and 
their citizens, fall into another 
news desert. Too many small 
towns across this country 
have faced that prospect in 
recent years. If  we can help 

avoid that here, well, count us 
in.”

CherryRoad will be launch-
ing the newspapers, The 
Hutchinson Station and The 
Litchfield Rail, with first edi-
tions targeted for Thursday, 
May 9.

“We wanted this to be seam-
less, without a break in com-
munity coverage, and we are 
going to deliver that as closely 
as possible,” said Lee Bachlet, 
COO of  CherryRoad Media. 
“The citizens of  Hutchinson, 
Litchfield, and surrounding 
areas will go one week with-
out a local paper, but only one 
week. And then they will be 
served by familiar faces, albeit 
under new names.”

The names are rooted in the 
towns’ histories. Hutchinson 
was founded in 1855 by Asa 
Hutchinson, a member of  the 
famed Hutchinson Family 
Singers, and was originally 
named Hutchinson Station. 
And Litchfield has a long, 
intertwined history with the 
railroad, starting with it being 
originally platted in October 
1869 by the St. Paul and Pacific 
Railroad as the company 
extended its lines to the area.

Joining these new endeav-
ors will be familiar faces, 
including previously existing 
editorial and advertising staff, 
led by editor Brent Schacherer, 
who has been doing journal-
ism in Hutchinson and 
Litchfield for 25 years.

“I am excited to be a part of

NEW NEWSPAPERS

CherryRoad 
announces papers 
for Litchfield, Hutch

New Jersey 
group starting
newspapers

in May
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